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Pear Tree by Bridget Yates 
(Inspired by William Faulkner's 
The Sound and the FUry) 
Many nights I 
slinked from brick 
borders to fleece 
blankets damp 
with fondling 
and furnbling-
damp from sap and 
my sap, peel and 
my peel-
the pit of 
my fruit, hulled. 
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SIRT-l failed my energy, 
dimmed stars 
in my sky. 
Mitochondrial orbits 
as big as a cell-
the nuclear core bits a dysfunctional hell, 
enzyme function that cannot tell 
why the lie is better than 
stifled reality. 
I'm more like Maria 
than you cou1d ever see, 
and I take my own great exceptions to ill hours. 
Who else is out there? 
Shakespeare, you can leave 
unless you too are a listener-
scour the sky until fate's here 
and we all die, 
that signature move of the poet 
or who he claimed to be. 
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